A Place to Be:

Community Action
to End Homelessness

Homelessness is
solvable.

By working together and
focusing on what we
know works, we can

reduce homelessness,
ease pressure on public

systems, and build a

stronger, more stable

Yukon for everyone.

Homelessness puts
significant strain on
public systems like
healthcare,
emergency services,
and policing.

It is more cost-effective
to invest in housing and
prevention than to
manage homelessness
through emergency
responses. Many of the
solutions cost nothing
new, they just require
governments and
organizations to work
together more

intentionally.
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Each month in the Yukon, more people enter homelessness than exit it.

Vacancy rates have remained below 3% for years, while median rents
have risen by roughly 34% since 2020. Research consistently shows that

high rents and low vacancy rates predict higher homelessness rates,

regardless of substance use or mental health conditions in a community.

Without action, homelessness will continue to rise, and so will the cost.

A Place to Be is an evidence-based framework to end homelessness in the Yukon.

The framework gives a clear and accurate picture of homelessness in the Yukon and lays out

what system changes are needed, how much housing is required, and what supports help

people stay housed. Here are the four key priorities:
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Strengthen the housing-focused workforce and build the right housing supply.
Every shelter, outreach program, and housing service in Yukon already works
towards helping people move into permanent housing as quickly as possible. The
framework recommends ways for these services to work together more
effectively and ensure that the right mix of permanent supportive and affordable

housing is planned and built.

Track the progress
The framework recommends a public report card that shows how well
homelessness programs are working over time. Using one shared data system will

improve decision making and accountability.

Fairness and cultural respect are key to this framework
First Nations governments and people with lived experience must be treated as

decision-makers in the solutions to ending homelessness.

Support people to keep their housing

Supporting people to keep their homes is just as important as helping them find
a home in the first place. This priority focuses on preventing people from
becoming homeless again, providing them the support they need to keep their
housing, and helping them avoid entering the homelessness system when

possible.

No single organization can end homelessness on its own.

This framework uses both local expertise and data and proven approaches

from across the country. It is built with input from and shared responsibilities

across all partners, including Yukon First Nations, the Yukon Government,

shelter operators, outreach programs, supportive housing providers, people

with lived experience, and the City of Whitehorse.




